196	HIGHER EDUCATION
of 1933 changed it into a single-faculty institute: that of peda-
gogy. This includes the art and science necessary for lecturers
in technicums and for Directors of schools. The regime of tlie
academy approximates more nearly to that of a Western
university than it did in 1932. Self-government is now strictly
limited to the students' sphere, which includes all students*
organisations and discipline. There is no interference with the
students by the staff, outside lectures or studies. Student meet-
ings for the discussion of problems of work, recreation, living
conditions, etc., now take place once in six or eight weeks. The
time given to outside activities has been cut down considerably.
Students, however, still respond to any urgent social call. Nearly
every student in Moscow attempted to have a hand in the
building of the Underground, though he was often regarded as a
nuisance by the workers.
Discipline during work is strictly enforced. All students must
be in their places before the professor or lecturer enters the
room, and attendance must be regular. Continued irregularity
results in expulsion. There is Socialist competition between
groups, in which they undertake certain obligations; fpr example,
to do good work in a certain subject, to read a certain amount
of literature connected with the course, to take up certain purely
cultural subjects only indirectly bearing on their work. Shock
brigades, consisting of a number of students who are the advance
guard in some special activity, are used to stimulate the mass of
students to further effort. The shock brigaders set themselves
some task just beyond the general plan of achievement. When
they have fulfilled the task their standard tends to become the
general standard. In this way the quality of work is being nrach
improved. There is both individual and corporate responsibility
for discipline, [Prizes are given—not many—for a standard
reached. They take the form of a stay in a rest-home, books* aa
increase in the grant, free travel in the U.S.S.R. or abroad
About three per cent of the students in the academy were
prizes.
1934 the a&ademy had 543 students, of whom

